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Biography


Nicholas Cotellessa started giving recitals with guitar in 2004, performing a variety of musical styles that span several centuries of music for tenor and guitar. Repertoire has varied from the English renaissance, lieder of Schubert and Mozart, French folk song arrangements by Seiber as well as folk song arrangements of Britten and a cycle for tenor and guitar by the contemporary American composer Daniel Pinkham. 

In 2006, he began his collaboration with Spanish guitarist José Manuel Dapena. In addition to focusing on a recording of the complete cycle of Schubert's Die schöne Müllerin, they will expand their repertoire to include music from the Spanish renaissance as well as music by Rodrigo and his contemporaries. 

Upcoming engagements include recitals in USA and Europe for 2008/2009 season.

tenorguitarduo.com - Reviews

The delightful collaboration between tenor Nicholas Cotellessa and the guitarist is evidenced in their sprightly renditions of well-beloved Elizabethan Lute Songs and charming European folk songs and Spanish repertoire. Their easy rapport and camaraderie is apparent throughout and their stylish renditions are a treat for the discerning ear.

Dr. Arlene Shrut, Artistic Director New Triad for Collaborative Arts and faculty member at The Julliard School and Manhattan School of Music

The elegant singing of Nicholas Cotellessa and the intense, attentive playing of the guitar give this repertoire a new face and style. One awaits expectantly for them to uncover new gems that they can polish to perfection. It is a pleasure to hear this duo. Again and again.

Annette Nauraine, Classical Singer Magazine

An utterly professional and vibrant duo. Nicholas Cotellessa's lilting, effortless vocal performance is what singing should be, and his love for the Elizabethan songs was apparent in every word and note. The guitar playing was authoritative, resonant, masterful. A very happy pairing indeed and one obviously appreciated by the audience.

Bernie Libster, freelance writer on the arts, New York.
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Nicholas Cotellessa, tenor - Reviews

"A thorough musician, endowed with a fine tenor voice and lovely timbre."

Nicolai Gedda

The tenor solos were beautifully sung by Nicholas Cotellessa, who thereby set a high standard for the three other soloists to follow. His full-bodied voice projected throughout the large church with ease.

NEWS-TIMES MUSIC CORRESPONDENT, Connecticut

Nicholas Cotellessa, an excellent singer...

Kulturradio am Morgen, Berlin

José Manuel Dapena, guitar - Reviews

"…excellent player with a strong warm tone…"

David Russell, guitarist

"… a talented guitarist and an artistic proponent of the Spanish culture…"

Ricardo Peidró, Consul General of Spain, USA. 

"… a secure technique, a beautiful tone and imaginative interpretational skills …"

Steve Marsh, Classical Guitar Magazine, England

(January 2008)

